
Ministers Monthly 
 
Dear Friends 
In the latter part of this month, our church calendars make room for the Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity (18th-25th January). As Christians we are called to live in unity as a part 
of the one church of Jesus Christ. Christians around the world are connected in a common 
life of prayer and worship, of witness and service. This time of year is a good time to re-
mind ourselves of what it means to be a part of a worldwide church as we work towards 
common aims in the search for justice and peace and as we are challenged to share gifts 
and resources. 
 
The resources for Unity week this year have been prepared by Christians in Malta. Draw-
ing on the biblical account of how St Paul was shipwrecked there on his way to Rome 
(Acts 27-28), and how ‘the islanders showed us unusual kindness’ (Acts 28.2), the mes-
sage of the week is to promote the importance of showing hospitality to others: 
‘Hospitality is a much needed virtue in our search for Christian unity. It calls us to a great-
er generosity to those in need…Our own Christian unity will be discovered not only 
through showing hospitality to one another, but also through loving encounters with 
those who do not share our language, culture or faith.’ 
 
As churches in the north of Bradford, we find ways to work together not only in shared 
services but also in shared action. As acts of hospitality, the work of the foodbank springs 
to mind, and also the work of the BEACON project amongst refugees and asylum seekers. 
Such action is of real value and can help to heal rifts in our society today, bringing a mes-
sage of reconciliation in a divided and often indifferent world. Now that the Christmas 
decorations have gone away, it is not an excuse to forget about the message of the Christ-
mas season. On that first Christmas night the angels sang of the glory of God and offered 
a message of peace. In the coming year may our commitment to work together with oth-
er Christians be a sign of that same peace, and so bring glory to the God of heaven and 
earth. 
 
Yours, Phil Drake 



A prayer for each week through January 
Wk 1 Beneficent Lord, blessing us all, richly and lavishly, 
thank you for all we have received, and please may we 
have more of what you plan for us.  Amen. 
Wk 2 Sovereign Lord, who knows best and always does 
best, thank you for calling us to faith in you, and please 
lead us in the best way we can go.  Amen. 
Wk 3 Long-term Lord, unhurried in your great plans, yet 
attentive to each of our prayers, please give us faith to 
ask for what you show us to be right.  Amen. 
Wk 4 Eternal Lord, please show us how to pray, and 
what for, and to persevere, watchfully, able see and 
welcome your answers, whenever they come.  Amen. 

Data Protection Act 
In common with most Churches and organisations, Baildon Methodist Church keeps 
pastoral records of names, addresses and telephone numbers of regular church worship-
pers and friends.  These records are used for church purposes only and are never 
communicated to   another body.  The information is held in       accordance with the 
Data Protection Act 1998. Please notify the minister in writing if you do not wish your 
data to be held in this way. 

Worship in January 2020 
5th “Our Calling” Series 
Mervyn Flecknoe, Lay Pastor 
 
12th “Our Calling” Series 
Claire Nott (OA) All-age worship 
 
19th “Our Calling” Series 
Rev Nick Blundell. Communion 
 
26th “Our Calling” Series 
Jonathan and Sean Hayes (OA) 

Regular Meetings 
 
Prayer Groups Meet every Monday @ 7:30pm  & Tuesday at 10:30am, usually in Rm 4 
 
Cell Groups Meet  1st & 3rd Monday afternoons at 1:30pm; and / or 
 1st & 3rd Tuesdays at 7:30pm; and / or 
 Hope House Group meets 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 7:30pm 
 
Baildon Buddies   Meet 1:15pm - 3:00pm each Thursday for social  activities 
 
Film Show  First Thursday of each month, £3.50 per meeting 
 
Youth Group  Meet fortnightly at 6:30pm during term time 

Lectionary Readings THRU January 2020 
5th 2nd Sunday after Christmas Day 
Jeremiah 31:7-14  Sirach 24:1-12 
Psalm 147:12-20  Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21 
Ephesians 1:3-14  John 1:(1-9), 10-18 
 
12th Baptism of the Lord 1st Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 42:1-9  Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43  Matthew 3:13-17 
 
19th 2nd Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 49:1-7  Psalm 40:1-11 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 John 1:29-42 
 
26th 3rd Sunday after the Epiphany 
Isaiah 9:1-4  Psalm 27:1, 4-9 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23 


