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Continue round the edge of the courts and up into Temple Rhydding
Drive.  Turn left, then up right into Enfield Road, and after a few yards
left into Glenholm Road, still letting the variety of house and garden
guide your prayers.  Just round the first corner, on the left between
Nos 42 and 40, is a snicket with a footpath sign.  Follow this down to
Cliffe Avenue.

To your right is a row of old people’s bungalows, and ahead of you is a
park and extensive children’s play area: pray for the provision and
maintenance of such facilities, for old and young.

At the far end of the park to your right is Baildon Community Link,
which serves the area in may ways.  You may wish to walk along and
have a look at it, or just pray where you are for the staff, paid and
voluntary, and those they serve.

When you are ready, turn left down Cliffe Avenue, with the park on
your right, at the end of which you will see the small peace garden with
seats and an information board.  Pray for peace.

Continue down Cliffe Avenue.  Cross Cliffe Lane West, past the old chip
shop with its landmark squint chimney,  and continue down Green
Road, with the the Green on your left, and the much treed Baildon
Bank on your right, well used by dog walkers.  Pray for the blessing of
pets.  Pray also for those who look after trees and woodland.

A little further down you come once more to Bertram Drive, directly
opposite which are two tracks, both of which lead to an old mill, now
home to a miscellany of small businesses, as the signs indicate.  Pray
for enterprise and employment opportunities.

Then complete the walk by continuing down the road to the church.
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Praying for Baildon

Baildon Green Prayer Walk

Begin outside the Church on the Green
(here shown before the extension was added).
Take in your surroundings: look, listen, savour.

Ask God to alert you to his prompting:
what and whom you should pray for as you walk,

with your eyes open to needs and opportunities, and
not forgetting to thank and praise him for joys and promises.

Lord, please guide my feet, eyes and thoughts as I walk round this area.
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Immediately around you is an open grassy area with a pond, near
which there are often goats tethered.  Pray as you feel led.

To your right is the picturesque old settlement of Baildon Green:
houses without roads between them.  Walk through this area and pray
for the people who live here.  If you wish to sit and pray awhile, there
is a seat by the big weeping willow below the houses.  The view from
Lower Green sweeps down across the river to Salts Mill and Saltaire.

When you are ready, cross the road to the Cricketers Arms pub.
Pray for those who run it, and for responsible drinking.

At the bus stop, pray for public transport and for those who use it.
Note the board with information about the area, erected by members
of the Local History Society.  Pray for voluntary effort of this kind.

Take in the open expanse of the green, with its many footpaths.  This is
common land: a haven to nature, as well as giving breathing space for
residents and visitors; a venue for occasional functions (a cricket club
once played here).  Pray for its proper stewardship.

Walk up Green Road and turn right along Bertram Drive.  On the far
side of the Green is Green Bank Court and other sheltered housing.
Pray for old people, forced to face changes as they age.

Follow the road round from Bertram Drive into Knoll Terrace.  Use the
wide variation in the state of the houses and gardens in this section of
the walk to guide your prayers for those who live here.

Walk as far as the first cross roads, which is Southlands.  Up to the left
is a small hairdressers, one of the very few shops in the area.  (It used
to be a library.)  Pray for small businesses, of which there are few here.
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Turn right down Southlands, and then left into Valley View, which is
well named: a little farther along you get a splendid view over Windhill
and Shipley, Idle Hill and Wrose Brow, and along the valley to Bradford.
Pray for what you see, both rural and urban, distant and near, and for
anything that comes to your mind.

When you are ready, continue along Valley View which now curves left,
with some new housing on the right,   Pray for those moving house,
and getting used to the necessary changes.

These houses have been built on the site of the old Ferniehurst School:
Pray for those who plan the location of schools, and parents and
children affected by them.

On the left is a convenience store on the corner of The Crescent.  Pray
for shops operating in Baildon Green.

Walk round The Crescent, praying for what catches your eye.  (As you
cross Central Avenue, you get a long view, far up the Aire Valley.)
When you come out into Cliffe Lane West turn left, down the road with
its view of Baildon Bank and the old stone quarries.  Pray for the
heritage of the area.

On your right is a football pitch: walk round the edge of this on a track,
with the back gardens of houses on your left.  Ahead, you will see more
distant trees: these are in the Dell, where the Yorkshire Armed Forces
Sculpture Trail is located.  Pray for the armed forces.

At the end of the houses to your left, turn left away from the football
pitch, along a path skirting tennis courts and a basketball court, with a
bowling green beyond.  Pray for these and all other facilities in the area
for sports and recreational activities, catering for all ages.


