
A belated Easter Message from our District Chair, Rev Kerry Tankard 

Dear Friends, 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples and said: “Peace be with you!” 

Then they were glad when they saw the Lord.  

I find it unprecedented how many times I have said, or written, the word unprecedented in the last 

few weeks, but it is the word of the season. That word can also be a word for our season, for Easter. 

The first Easter remains an unequalled and unprecedented act of God that defies all things and 

redefines all things.  

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

When I signed all the Easter Cards it felt like a rather simple task as the District Chair. Little did I 

know that in a week I would not be greeting my presbyteral colleagues at Presbyteral Synod. 

Instead, I would be cancelling it and sharing in the pain, with all our members and colleagues, of the 

suspension of all our worship in Church buildings for the foreseeable future. That decision was 

unprecedented. 

I hope in the intervening weeks you, and those you love, have stayed well. I hope you have found a 

way to be sustained in your life of prayer and in your relationships with others. I hope you have 

heard, as I have, from kind encouraging voices that touch your soul and remind you of the love of 

God found in the people of God. I hope a lot, I know, but we have Jesus Christ who died, is risen, and 

who will come again. We have much to hope in, which means our hope is not unprecedented! 

I wonder, in the suspension of all worship in our church buildings and so much of our work from 

them, how many of us are feeling anxious about our churches and their sustainability when all this is 

done. In those feelings we gather with the disciples feeling lost and bereft that the one they knew 

seems lost. They will discover he is not. I pray that we will know that same assurance ourselves and 

renew our true faith and trust in God, who does the unprecedented. I pray, we will be glad! 

I also remember that the risen Jesus is scarred. When he greets his disciples with peace, when he 

breaks bread on a road to Emmaus, the scars are revealed. The risen Jesus is, however, defined not 

by the scars of death, but by the resurrection itself.   

When we emerge from this, I sense we too will be scarred. Those scars will be real, but they need 

not define us. They will show something of who we are, tell a story of where we have been and what 

has happened, but they will not define us. The hope of God will! The resurrection of Jesus will! The 

unfailing love of God will!  

The Peace of the risen Christ be with you now and always.  

May you see the Lord and be glad. 

 

Kerry 


