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Praying for Baildon

Moravian Church
Prayer Walk

A short walk from the Moravian Church
along the top of Baildon Bank

and back by West Lane

Outside the Church door, pause and reflect.
Although you can pray with the eye of imagination anywhere,

at times what you can actually see may stimulate prayer.

Remind yourself, then, that during this prayer walk
God longs to bless all that you see: so ask him how you should pray.

May he richly bless you too as you go in his name.
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The Church railings and Baildon folds
Start by the church door and give thanks for the
long history of the Moravian Church, both in Baildon
and throughout the world.

Look over the railings.  You can see the Parish
Church: pray for your fellow believers who worship
there, clergy and congregation, and for those in
other Baildon Churches.

In front of St John’s is the library: pray for those who
work there and for those who use it; and for wisdom
in facing the difficulties caused by changing
technology and Council cuts.

Below the library is the Ian Clough Hall: thank God
for all the meetings and activities that take place
there; but pray also for the young people who often
gather outside of an evening with seemingly little to
do – ask God to raise up godly leaders who can be
good role models.

In front of the Hall is the car park and the busy road:
pray your thoughts about cars and traffic; their
convenience but also the congestion and pollution
they cause; and the alternatives of public transport.

But visible by the car park, and also immediately
below you, is the work of Baildon in Bloom, a
dedicated band of volunteers who do much to
enhance the appearance of the town.  Give thanks
for them, their gifts and sense of stewardship, and
ask for blessings on all they do.  Pray also for all
whom you can see: walking, driving, or in buses.

Leave the railings and walk past the Church hall,
praying for all who meet there in various activities,
on Sundays and during the week.

On your right is the Bulls Head pub car park.  Use
this to stimulate your prayers for all the pubs and
other licensed premises in Baildon: for the blessings
of moderate social drinking, but against the
awesome curse of over-indulgence and addiction.
Pray for any sufferers whom you know.

Then make your way round the Hall and through the
folds past James Wilks (plasterers, concretors and
tilers), and right again past well kept houses and
gardens out into Westgate.  Thank God for the
character these folds give to the centre of Baildon,
and pray for those who live and work here.
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Westgate, Bank Walk, and the footpath
In Westgate turn left up the slope.  Pray for the
shops and businesses you pass on the way:
customers or clients; suppliers; and others
connected in any way.  Think about each place, and
pray as you see fit or are led.  Just weights delight
the Lord (Prov 11:1): pray for honesty and equity in
all trading in Baildon (a Fair Trade Town).

Turn left into Bank Walk, passing Bank Crest and
South View Terrace.  At the end of Bank Walk, turn
right into the narrow public footpath along the top
of Baildon Bank.  Pray for those who live in the many
houses you pass (with such a rich variety of fencing).

To your left are spectacular views over Low Baildon
and Threshfield, and across to Shipley, Bradford and
beyond.  Just below, houses fit into the very steep
slopes, ill-designed for cars, but giving great
character to this area.  Pray for those who build and
adapt houses, and planning committees who
exercise control.  Identify places of interest to you,
and pray for them as you may be led, or pray for
mission in general.

Many signs tell dog walkers to clean up after their
pets: and from this footpath there is access to
Baildon Bank which is a favourite dog walking area.
Besides praying for cleanliness, thank God for the
many blessings pets can bring to their owners, and
for the skills of vets (they are just below you in
Browgate).  Pray for pets to be well looked after.

As you go, note also signs prohibiting litter and
dumping.  Use these to help you pray for
responsible citizenship in all its forms: not just
disposal of waste,  but also use of energy, recycling,
and anything else that comes to mind.

Admire the rich variety of trees and shrubs visible
below you on the Bank.  Thank God for his many and
varied gifts, not just in plants, but in so many ways,
around us and within.

At the end of the footpath turn right into Ferncliffe
Drive and follow it round to West Lane, admiring
and praising God for the beauty of the gardens –
showing what people can do with what God
provides.
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West Lane, and back to the Church
Turn left and walk the short distance to Sandals
Primary School playing fields.  Pray for both the
school and Baildon Children’s Centre located here:
for workers, teachers and support staff; children and
parents, and the difficulties of getting here for those
without transport; for all young children growing up
in a rapidly changing world; and for parents who are
finding family life especially hard.  Pray also that
none may forbid children from learning about Jesus
and his love for them (as is often the current vogue).

From here make your way back along West Lane,
praying as you go.  This does not look like a poor
quarter of Baildon, and although appearances can
be deceptive, and in any case everyone needs Jesus,
it may nevertheless be appropriate to pray that
material plenty may not blind people to their need
of deeper spiritual riches in heaven (as Jesus
warned).  Pray also that we all, whether we have
much or little, may use it well and wisely as the Lord
may direct.  Pray with compassion, and with such
insight as you are given as you walk past the houses,

or are passed by cars, or see or meet people
walking.

Some of the side roads may catch your attention
and suggest prayers, either from the name or where
they lead.  For instance, Hope Lane leads up to
footpaths over Baildon Moor, and you can pray for
its care and conservation.  And Collier Lane may
remind you that coal was once important here, and
lead to prayers about energy: those who work in
energy supply companies, and decisions about
renewable energy, and global care.

Turn right into Westgate, and then right again into
West Fold and back to the Church where this walk
began.  Finally, you may wish to rest awhile in the
Moravian Churchyard, round the walk beyond the
church.
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