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Lower Holme
As you approach Lower Holme, you pass huge advertising hoardings
and you may see more towards Baildon Bridge.  Pray your thoughts
about advertising, and how far it helps satisfy our needs or needlessly
exaggerates our wants.

Pause at The Junction pub by the busy intersection.  Pray for those who
work here and those who drink, but ponder before God also the dangers
of too much alcohol and possible addiction, with ensuing harm and
even ruin to whole families.

Across the road is a trading estate.  Pray for the businesses you can see,
and ask God’s blessings on those who visit the various outlets.

Back to St Aidan’s
Walk back up Baildon Road.  On the left is a tall stone building: this
used to be a Moravian church, and although it no longer is, you can
allow it to remind you to pray for Churches Together in Baildon and
Christian unity.

Farther up the hill you pass other businesses: bodyshop repairs, cafe,
french polisher, second hand cars – each of which may evoke prayers,
as you feel led.

There are also houses on steep little roads, and on the right you can see
over the wall into back gardens.  Without being too nosey pray once
more for those who live here, and also those whom you see or meet.

As noted at the start of the walk, there are many trees in this area.  Pray
for their wise care and management, and for associated wildlife.

Finally, back at the church, thank God for his company with you during
the walk, and ask that it may continue every day.
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Churches Together in Baildon – Praying for Baildon

St Aidan’s Church Prayer Walk
A short walk from St Aidan’s Church down to Woodbottom, and back

by Lower Holme (in places fairly steep, with some steps)

Begin on Baildon Road, just outside St Aidan’s church.
This is a busy road, but set in a wooded area.

Look, and listen – to both human activities and nature.

Bring what and whom you see and hear before God,
both here and throughout your walk,

adding your prayers to those of past generations.

May he guide your thoughts and words as you go.
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Baildon Road
As you stand outside the church, pray for passing motorists and their
passengers.  Ask for safety, considerate driving, and freedom from road
rage.  Cars are convenient, but roads are dangerous: difficult to cross for
pedestrians and animals.  Bring your thoughts about this before God.

On the walk, pray for those whom you see and meet on the way,
allowing the Spirit you prompt you about what to pray for.

Make your way uphill until you are opposite Ferniehurst Dell, with its
huge ornate gates.  In the Dell among the trees is the Yorkshire Armed
Forces Sculpture Trail.  Pray for peace between nations and neighbours,
but also between people and the Lord who is the Prince of Peace.  (You
may wish to cross the road now – with great care – and explore the
Trail, or leave that for another day.)

Down to Woodbottom
When you are ready, go back down the road a short way to the snicket,
and down the steps to St Aidan’s Road.  Pray for the welfare of those
who live here, in any way that seems important to you: perhaps
responsibility of home ownership; family life; neighbourly relations;
daily occupation; interests and activities; or whatever.

Continue down the slope and across Woodcot Avenue to Woodbottom
with its small open green area and flower beds (give thanks), and shops
and pillar box.  Pray for the people who work here, and those who shop,
remembering how important to God is honesty and how strong are the
temptations to be otherwise.  Pray as you feel led for each business.

By the bus stop are two notice boards.  One, erected by the Local
History Society, gives information about the area which you may find
useful in prompting your ideas as you pray.

The second, on the other side of the bus stop, was erected by Baildon
Town Council and gives information about their activities.  Use that to
help you pray for local councillors and the work that they seek to do in
Baildon.  And perhaps reflect on your own role as a responsible citizen.
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Otley Road
A big landmark at Woodbottom is the railway bridge with its striking
arches.  Take time to pray for those who work for the rail companies,
and those who travel by train.  There are buses too: bring your thoughts
about the importance (and adequacy or otherwise) of public transport
before God.

Thank God for the light-assisted pedestrian crossing.  Pray again for
road safety, especially for those who make their way on foot.

If you see or hear an emergency vehicle passing, here or on Baildon
Road (they are very common), pray for paramedics and those in the
medical, police, or fire services.

When you are ready, walk along Otley Road, crossing Woodcot Avenue
again (it’s awkward here; take care) and head in the Shipley direction
towards Lower Holme.

On your right are houses and apartments: pray as before for those who
live here, but perhaps adding to your prayers thoughts about living
adjacent to such a busy road.

On your left, across the road, are many businesses, each catering for our
material needs (or wants), directly or indirectly, from building supplies
to bodily fitness, and convenience stores to dentists and motorbikes.
Using the type of business to stimulate your thoughts as you pray for
each of them: those who work there and how they get on as a team –
their safety and wellbeing, as well as their salary or wages; and
suppliers and customers and the movement of goods – the balance of
prosperity against social and environmental health and welfare.

There is more industry on the other side of the river, just visible from
time to time.  You may wish to include those too in your prayers.

You also pass some smaller businesses on this side of the road on your
way to Lower Holme, such as: eateries, barber, taxis, pub, lifts.  Pray as
you pass each one, however you feel led.


