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Praying for Baildon

St Hugh’s Church
Prayer Walk

A gentle walk from St Hugh’s along
Coach Road to Roberts Park,
and back by Thompson Lane

and Glenaire Drive

Pause briefly in the car park and take in all that surrounds you.
Remember that all you will see on this walk belongs to God,

and that he cares deeply about all the people, places or problems
you will be praying for as you go.

Don’t feel you have to do the whole of this walk all at once.
Do just what you feel comfortable with.

Seek the Lord’s presence, and pray as you feel led.
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Coach Road
Stand in the St Hugh’s Centre car park and look at
the houses around you.  Think of the different sorts
of people who live here and pray for them all, in
their home activities, family relationships, interests,
travel to work, or (too frequently) unemployment.
Pray for social justice.

As you walk through the area,  pray for all whom
you see, driving, on foot, or waiting at bus stops.
Bring before God your thoughts on traffic.

Cross Coach Road and walk down the short road in
front of you (Aire Way) to the wide open green area
which is part of the River Aire flood plain,
frighteningly evident in the 2015 Boxing Day floods.
Pray for those who make decisions about flood
control and where houses should (and shouldn’t) be
built: wisdom, and good sense.

This is also an important area for recreation, with a
cricket ground, riverside footpath, and an ideal area
for ball games and dog walking.  Give thanks for all
these activities, and pray that such facilities may be
preserved for future generations.  Thank God also

for the blessings of pets, and pray for their safe
keeping.

Turn right and walk along the path past two blocks
of houses, praying as you feel led, and right again up
Tennis Way (there used to be courts near here).
Then turn left and continue along Coach Road.

Shortly after Tennis Way is the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah’s Witnesses.  Pray for those who meet here
(and go out witnessing from here), that the true life,
light and Lordship of Jesus may be shone into their
hearts.

Continue along Coach Road until you come to an
outstandingly good children’s play area with Roberts
Park beyond, and a small parade of well-used shops
opposite.

Roberts Park and Titus Salt School
Follow the road round to the left (with caution) and
go through the gates into Roberts Park.  To your left
is the footbridge across the River Aire to Saltaire –
important for heritage and arts, as well as shops and
businesses.  Pray for honesty, integrity and safety
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for all those involved in any of these activities, on
both sides of the river.

Wander wherever you like in the Park, but
eventually find the bandstand and head uphill from
there towards the shelter, by which is a gate out of
the park and a zebra crossing on Higher Coach Road.
You may want to walk farther long Higher Coach
Road to Trench, perhaps on another occasion.  But
for now, turn right.  On your left is Titus Salt School,
a mixed comprehensive for students aged 11–18,
specialising in Mathematics and Computing.  Use
this information to help pray for the teachers and
children, and all support staff and parents.  Ask God
that children may learn wisdom as well as
knowledge, and that they may all have the chance
to hear about Jesus.

Cross the car park entrance with care.  Just beyond
this is a bridleway leading past Shipley Glen
Tramway up to Shipley Glen and the Bracken Hall
Countryside Centre.  Thank God for the potential of
those areas, and pray that they may be well used for
recreation and education, and wisely looked after.

Thompson Lane
Continue to the junction with Thompson Lane and
turn left by the play area.  Pray for the safety of
small children growing up in a rapidly changing
world, and for parents and others who look after
them.

A little farther along Thompson Lane is Glenaire
Primary School.  Pray for the children and teachers
(and other staff), the classrooms and educational
facilities, and the pressures children feel as they
grow older and move up classes or to new schools.
Pray here too that none may prevent the children
learning about Jesus, as happens increasingly.

Just beyond the school are allotments belonging to
Baildon Town Council and managed by Baildon
Horticultural Society.  Thank God for this urban
opportunity for practical earth stewardship, and
pray for the allotment holders and their families, as
they both work here and enjoy the food and flowers
that they grow and make available for sale.
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Heading back to St Hugh’s
The most direct way back to the St Hugh’s Centre is
down Glenaire Drive, just opposite the allotments
entrance (with the centre of Shipley visible in the
distance).
However, if you wish you can extend the walk a little
and include Baildon Green on the way back.  To do
this, continue to the end of Thompson Lane to the
junction with Green Lane just round the corner.
Here you can look up towards Baildon Green across
the open ground.  Pray as you feel led for the
conservation of this important piece of common
land, and for the welfare of the people who live
around it.

To your right is a triangle of grass with a tarmac path
through the middle of it.  Take this path and enter
Fernbank Drive (not named at this end).  Follow the
road down to Coach Road: there turn right and
return to the St Hugh’s car park (not far, and easily
visible).

Whichever way you return, pray for those who live
in the houses you pass, and (as throughout the walk)

for those whom you see or meet on the way.  Pray
for peace between neighbours.

Back at the St Hugh’s Centre, have a look at the
notice board by the door and pray about the many
and varied activities and initiatives advertised – for
all ages and circumstances – including the food
bank.  Thank God for the work of the Centre, and for
its faithful service to the community.  Pray for all
those who work here, professionally or as
volunteers, and that the work may flourish in godly
ways.

Pray also for work and witness of the church
members who worship here, and the clergy who
preach here, that the gospel of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ may be boldly proclaimed and openly
lived out, throughout this area.
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