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Praying for Baildon

St James’s Church
Prayer Walk

A gentle walk from St James’s Church
through Kirklands,

along Otley Road and back past
Hoyle Court Primary School.

Begin in St James’s Church car park.
Look, listen, and take in all that is around you, remembering:

The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof,
the world and those who dwell therein. (Psalm 24:1)

As you walk, use this leaflet only as a guide and aid.
Don’t feel the need to cover everything all in one go.
Bring what you see and hear before God in prayer,

asking him to guide your thoughts and words.

May the Lord bless your going out and coming in.
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Kirklands Lane
Pause at the junction with Kirklands Lane.  Below
you is the busy Otley Road, on which ‘the white
wooden church’ is a prominent and well-known
landmark.  Pray that the building may convey
something of the presence of God to the thousands
who pass daily.

Turn right and walk up Kirklands Lane to the cross
roads.  Around you all the way is a residential area,
some of it quite well to do.  Pray for any you see and
for those who live here: their domestic activities and
family life, and also relations with neighbours and
daily commute to work.

From the cross roads you can see Kirklands Avenue,
which leads up to a small open play area (‘The
Mound’), managed by local residents in partnership
with Baildon Town Council.  Pray for such local
initiatives.

Hoyle Court Road
Turn right into Hoyle Court Road and continue down
the slope.  There are no bus stop signs, but several
buses each day do pass here, picking up or setting

down on request.  Pray for this service between
here and Baildon Town centre, and on to Shipley, or
Esholt and Otley: the drivers and bus company
managers, as well as those who use it.

On your left, up either Hoyle Court Avenue or Drive,
you can see Baildon Railway Station, with a frequent
service between Bradford and Ilkley.  Pray for the
train service: those who work on it and travel by it.

Past Hoyle Court Drive you enter the area of flats
and maisonettes: pray for those who live here in
these different styles of houses.

Up behind the trees on the corner is Hoyle Court
Masonic Lodge.  Pray that all may come to see that
Jesus is Lord of all.

At the bottom of the slope is Otley Road with its
relentless traffic and frequent long queues.  Pray for
all road users: drivers, riders, and pedestrians; and
for road safety.  Pray also for residents who have to
endure traffic noise, which you too will experience
as you turn right along Otley Road.  Pray for
sufficient silence for all to hear God.
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Otley Road
As you make your way (to the right) along Otley
Road, note the industrial areas on the far side.  Over
on the left is a small and older industrial area which
also contains the building which was once St James’s
Mission Hall.  Pray for mission still, and continuing
witness to the Lordship of Jesus and the reality of
his gospel in all walks of life.

The land opposite you is occupied by vast grey
warehouses, a very recent industrial development
which aroused vigorous local resistance.  Use the
memory of that struggle to help you pray for
democracy and transparency in all our planning
decisions.  Pray for all those who now work in these
factories, and for customers who buy their products.

Adjacent to the second grey building is the Denso
Marston works, and as part of planning permission
for their extension some decades ago a small nature
reserve was established down by the River Aire: you
can see the public footpath leading to it between
the two properties.  Thank God for such reserves,
and pray for wardens and visitors.

Pray also for more long-term stewardship initiatives
of this kind, here and elsewhere.

Next is the Halfway House pub.  Pray for all who
work and dine here: for responsible management
and drinking.

Here you may cut short the walk and return to the
Church, if you’ve had enough for the moment, or
you may cross Kirkland Lane (with due care) and
continue along Otley Road.

Just after the main entrance to Denso Marston, you
pass another pub, The New Inn: pray similarly for
managers, clientele and suppliers.  Opposite is Briar
Rhydding, a mixed residential and industrial area:
pray for all those who live and work here

Opposite the corner of Fyfe Lane is Acorn Park
industrial estate. As with all the other premises we
have seen, pray for integrity, safety and welfare for
all those (at every level) who work here, or who are
linked with these firms: financiers, suppliers, and
customers; near and far.



4

Fyfe Lane and Fyfe Grove
Turn right into Fyfe Lane walk up to the cross roads.
Here you move back into a residential area.  As
before, pray for residents; any whom you meet or
see; but also for the occupants of cars and vans
rushing through this increasingly congested old lane.

Turn right at the crossroads into Fyfe Grove and
make your way along this road, admiring some of
the garden displays and praising God for the beauty
that such green-fingered gifts can produce with his
creation.

Hoyle Court Primary School
On your left is Hoyle Court Primary School, with its
tall hedge.  As you pass the playground, and the
school entrance just beyond the corner, give thanks
for children, and pray for aspects of schooling that
come to your mind.  If you need a prompt, perhaps
include some of the following list:
● Teachers and support staff; management and

administration
● Children and parents; families; child minders
● Nursery places; moving up as children grow older

● Knowledge and responsible citizenship
● Classrooms and educational facilities
● Outdoor and sports activities
● Getting to and from school
● Parking of vehicles; conflict with local residents

Pray also that the children may be enabled to learn
about Jesus.

Kirklands Lane and back to the church
Continue to the cross roads and turn down to your
right into Kirklands Lane and back to St James’s
church where this walk began.

Hold in your heart only what God has given you to
carry, and leave the rest with him.

Praise him for his continuing love and care for us all.
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