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East Parade
Make your way down the road, taking care with the uneven surface, and
enjoying the quieter environs and older architecture.

Bring before God your thoughts about homes and houses and living
conditions, and urban conservation and planning.  Ask for wise
guidance for those who have to make decisions on these matters.

Pray also for those in politics, especially elected representatives on
Baildon Town Council and Bradford Council, that they may work for
the best interests of those they stand for, including all who live and
work in Baildon, and uphold the rights of disadvantaged people.

At the foot of East Parade, through The Courtyard, you come back to
Northgate.  Just opposite, beside the bus turning area, are the market
cross and stocks, with a number of seats.  If you have time and wish to
do so, cross the road by the zebra crossing and sit awhile, allowing the
stocks and cross and flower troughs to stimulate your prayers as the
Spirit moves you.

When you feel ready, recross Northgate, turn right, and go back up Hall
Cliffe to the Parish Church, where this walk began.

Finally, give thanks to God for his blessing of prayer, praise him for the
answers he has provided or is planning in response to your requests,
respond to anything he has called you to do, and resolve to keep any
promises you have made to him as you prayed.

Prepared by Roy and Jean Lorrain-Smith for Praying for Baildon,
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Churches Together in Baildon – Praying for Baildon

St John’s Church Prayer Walk
A gentle walk from St John’s Parish Church through Baildon Village

Centre, to Jenny Lane and back by East Parade

Start in the Parish Churchyard.
Look around you, both here and throughout the walk.

Bring what you see and hear before God in prayer.

As you walk through the town centre, remember:
Unless the Lord watches over the city,

the watchman stays awake in vain. (Psalm 127:1)
Ask the Lord to watch over Baildon, and build it up.

You may want to complete this prayer walk in stages.
May the Lord bless you and keep you

as you call down his blessings on others.
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St John’s churchyard
You are surrounded by old gravestones: use the experience to pray for
the recently bereaved; and give thanks for the lives of the departed.

At the top of the steps by the vicarage, pray for all Baildon’s clergy.  To
the right you can see the Moravian Church: pray for Christian unity.

Hall Cliffe
Leave the churchyard by the lychgate and go into Hall Cliffe.  Cross the
road and turn down left past the Baildon Club.  Thank God for social
activities, but pray also for those, especially youngsters, who feel there
is nothing much to do in Baildon.  Ask God to raise up godly leaders.

Look back across to the library and thank God for books and learning,
and pray for wisdom as librarians cope with changes in the electronic
age, and Council budget cuts.

Note also the flower beds, and pray for the work of Baildon in Bloom
and others who strive to improve the appearance of Baildon.

Northgate and Towngate
At the foot of Hall Cliffe turn right into Northgate, past the Ian Clough
car park and the busy roundabout.  Bring before God your thoughts on
cars and traffic: convenience, congestion, pollution, pedestrians.

Across the road is Towngate, where the buses turn.  Thank God for
public transport, and pray for its future.

Head up through Northgate.  On both sides of the road are shops,
offices, businesses, eateries and pubs.  Pray for employees, clients,
customers, suppliers; and that the businesses themselves may prosper.
Pray that all our commerce may serve rather than exploit.

Near the top of Northgate is the Co-op (cross the entrance with care).
Along with many others in Baildon, it sells Fair Trade goods: Baildon is
a Fair Trade Town.  Pray for vulnerable traders wherever they may be.

3

Jenny Lane
At the top of Northgate by the chip shop turn right into Jenny Lane.
Here, in this residential area, pray for all the residents of Baildon – it’s a
big parish – but particularly for the elderly because on the right as you
walk along are two roads of old people’s houses: Laburnum Drive and
Heather Road.

Pray for elderly people whom you know, and also for looming
difficulties, as longer life and lower birth rates threaten to make care of
the elderly increasingly burdensome on society.  Ask for wisdom for
those in medical and social care, and those who have to choose how best
to use scarce funds.

Pray for all who work to understand and alleviate dementia (Bradford
University is a world leader in this research), and for those who are
working to make Baildon more dementia friendly.  Bring before God
your own hopes or fears about old age.  Praise the Lord for the promise
of eternal life (without pain, sadness or decline!) through Jesus.

Continue to the corner of Jenny Lane (beyond which is Heygate Close,
also housing for elderly people).  Across the road is a play area for
young children: here pray both for them and for parents or other adults
who care for them.

Beyond the play area are rugby and cricket pitches.  Thank God for the
gift of sports, but pray also for those who would love to be actively
involved, but can’t for one reason or another.

The narrow walled lane past the sports clubs gives access to more rural
areas and a network of footpaths, including the Moor: Baildon has
recently become a ‘Walkers are Welcome’ town.  Thank God for our
open country, and ask for its protection and wise management.

When you are ready, walk back along Jenny Lane as far as Heather
Road.  Turn left here, and go down to the cobbled East Parade, accessed
by a short footpath.


