
Pastoral letter from the ministerial team 

Dear friends         20
th

 July 2020 

As part of our planning for what comes next, you will have been aware of a lot of paper, questions, 
and boxes to fill in!  You may well groan at the thought of another … But church is not primarily 
about rules and regulations, though of course we need to pay attention to these in order to keep 
people safe.  We are people of God, who gather together in local congregations to explore our 
faith and to consider how that faith leads us into action in the world. 

During this time we have not been able to gather together for worship, and so our togetherness 
has been expressed in all the care we have shown for one another, and in sharing in acts of 
worship, whether the paper versions that have been sent out, or YouTube services, or services on 
television (now sadly come to an end!) or radio, where we have joined with all God’s people in 
worship, and learned new things about different denominations and expressions of faith.   

Many people have felt a new depth to their worship at this time, and a sense of faith being 
something for every day, not focussed on a weekly act of worship, but having a rhythm of prayer, 
reading and music through the week.   

Our formal worship also has something new, not simply in the technology we have been using, but 
in the fact that it has been visible to those who do not belong to churches but whose faith, or 
whose looking for faith, leads them to look online for things that can help them draw closer to God.  
While we’ve been ‘in’, our faith has been further ‘out’ there than before. 

Clearly we do not want to lose these things as we begin our onward journey.  As congregations 
prepare for worship and prayer to be held in our church buildings, we do not want to go ‘back’ to 
church.  Instead, we want to go ‘forward’ to church!  We want to move on from here, taking with us 
the good things we have learned, picking up again the best of what we had before, and trying to 
leave behind the things that tired people out, and which they were glad to put down. 

We don’t need to rush forward.  We are going to continue producing our Sunday worship material, 
both on paper, email and YouTube, for as long as it is needed.  Even as some folk in some 
churches begin to gather, we know others will not be ready.  We are not anticipating any churches 
gathering for Sunday worship before September at the earliest, and we are currently planning 
paper and virtual services through to Christmas. 

And as we consider all that, we need to ask all of you what you think, so that the whole people of 
God can contribute to the planning of the way ahead.  Some of you are impatient to resume 
worship; others want to wait a bit longer; some want things as they were; others want new things; 
and we need to hear all the voices. 

So please get a pen and take some time over a cuppa and do some dreaming.  Consider the 
questions overleaf, or share with us other things that you have been considering in your prayer 
times.  Draw a picture, take a photo, write a poem, write single words – however you want to 
express things.  Then send this back to your link minister so that we can look at what 
congregations are wanting, and share the ideas with the church stewards/leadership teams and 
with the Circuit Leadership Team.  

1 Corinthians 2:16 says that “we have the mind of Christ” – and it is as the whole body of Christ 
that we can discern what God is saying.  So please don’t think that you don’t have anything worth 
sharing; let us know so that together we can find the best way. 

God bless; 

Nick, Christine and Phil   

 

Nick – nickcblund@gmail.com  8 Cecil Ave, Bradford BD17 5LH 

Christine – revchristinec@btinternet.com  12 Rose Mount, Bradford BD2 4JJ 

Phil – revphildrake@gmail.com  22 St Helier Grove, Bradford BD17 6SX  
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Name  ………….……………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Church …………………………………………………………………………………... 
 
 


