
Phil’s Picture Posts 8: Trees in Season 
 

 

Croatia, 2013 
 
This photo was taken during a 
stay in the ancient city of Split 
on the Croatian coast. The 
trees are situated in the 
Marjan Country Park on a 
peninsula of land that points 
out into the Adriatic Sea. On a 
very hot summer’s day, the 
trees provided shade and a 
rest from walking around the 
park. Lying down on the 
ground and looking up, I was 
reminded how trees can help 
us to lift our gaze to greater 
heights, above and away from 
daily duties and current 
concerns. Here, our sight is 
raised to the clear sky 
beyond. Blue sky thinking 
indeed! 

 
 

Melbourne, 2006 
My ministerial exchange 
visit to Australia included 
Holy Week and Easter. 
‘Down Under’ the 
seasons are tipped 
upside down, and the 
colours of autumn can 
be clearly seen in this 
view of a suburban 
Melbourne street in 
April. Not having Easter 
in springtime was a 
challenge to me and 
reminded me of how 
God can turn human 
thinking upside down! 

 



 

 

Bradford, 2013 
 
This picture was 
taken in our first 
few months of 
living in the manse 
in Baildon. Old 
Langley Lane is an 
unmade road at 
the back of the 
houses where we 
live, and this 
scene of the 
snow-lined 
branches and 
snow-topped 
walls has the feel 
of years gone by – 
a picture for a 
Christmas card 
perhaps? 

 
 

Cardiff, 2011 
Taken in the spring of our 
final year in Cardiff, this 
photo shows the blossom 
on the plum trees which 
grew in the manse garden. 
Built in the 1930s, the 
builder made a gift of a 
fruit tree (a choice of 
apple, pear or plum) to the 
purchaser of each new 
house. We brought two 
saplings with us to 
Bradford, now planted in 
the garden. A continuity 
from the old to the new. 

 

 
To think about: ‘You shall go out in joy…and the trees of the field shall clap their hands’ 
(Isaiah 55.12). Next time you are out and about, take time to rejoice and take pleasure in 
the beauty and variety of trees in the different seasons. Absorbing CO2 from the 
atmosphere, trees play a key role in keeping the environmental balance of the planet. 


