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        30th June 2020 
 

Dear friends, 

I am writing on behalf of the Circuit Leadership Team (CLT), which includes Circuit 

Stewards, Office holders and Ministers, to all who belong to, or are connected with, the 

churches which make up the Bradford North Circuit. 

Greetings.   Thank you for all you have been doing, practically and prayerfully, through 

this time of lockdown and closed church buildings.  It has been a difficult time for all. 

With the slight easing of lockdown, and the government’s announcements concerning 

churches being allowed to open, firstly for private prayer, and then for limited gathering, you 

will be wondering about the circuit churches, and your church in particular. 

I am attaching a paper produced by the Rev’d Christine Crabtree, in which she has 

drawn on the current guidance to identify the kind of process required before we can re-

open.  It is a helpful paper both in laying out practical steps, but also in giving us a sense of 

the difficulty involved in determining the way forward.   

Some of that difficulty is about the pace of things.  About our needing to recognise 

the health conditions many of us are living with, the age profile of our congregations, 

including many holding office in our church, and the limitations which would be upon us were 

we to try to open at present. 

Some of that difficulty concerns the content of things.   It is about judging which 

former activities should restart, and which should not; and which new things should 

continue, or be developed. 

So I write to ask for patience, as we wait for further guidance from the Methodist 

Connexion.  And for prayer, as we seek to discern the next steps. Can I encourage you to 

continue to care so well for one another and your neighbours, and thank you for your 

continuing prayers for those who lead. 

We will continue to produce our material for Sundays, and distribute it, along with the 

Sunday YouTube service from Baildon.  This is currently planned through to the end of 

August, but we are anticipating going on beyond that, and using Jesus-shaped People material 

in September and October.  We are exploring with Bradford South a programme of prayer 

through the week, and will be publicising this shortly. We are encouraged by the various ways 

in which churches and groups are using technology, both to keep in touch and to explore 

prayer and scripture together. 
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I also have some good news to share with you.  The Conference has appointed 

Deacon Meredith (Merry) Evans to fill our half-time ministerial vacancy. Merry comes to us 

with rich and diverse experience, having served in seven circuits, the last five in Yorkshire, 

most recently with Leeds Mission.  Merry (and Karen) will be living in the Ollerdale Avenue 

Manse. 

Some of you will be aware that the ministerial vacancy was for a presbyter, and Merry 

is a deacon.  The CLT has explored something of the difference between our two orders of 

ministry, and is content that, particularly working in our team setting, a deacon will enhance 

our shared ministry. Merry is a preaching Deacon, that is, he is an experienced Local 

Preacher.  We are very much looking forward to welcoming him into our midst. Please pray 

for him as he prepares to move and join us. 

I am aware as I write that those to whom I write are in diverse situations.  Some are 

shielding; others furloughed.  Some have been working incredibly hard; others have enjoyed 

a kind of sabbatical rest.  Some are inconvenienced; others facing unemployment or financial 

uncertainty. Some are in households, especially with children, full of pressure and struggle; 

others are isolated.  This is who we are – a diverse body of people, yet connected by a shared 

faith and a commitment to hold one another prayerfully in love. 

Thank you for being who you are, and for all you have done and will do in God’s 

service.   God is faithful, and nothing in all creation can separate us from God’s love. 

Every blessing, 

Nick/. 

Rev Nick Blundell 



 
 

Getting back to church 

 

First steps 

 

Questions for congregations to consider: 

 

• Have people seen Kerry’s video?   
https://www.facebook.com/257814050916522/posts/3257211234310107/?vh
=e&d=n 

• How do they respond to it? 

• What positive things have they gained from this time? 

• What things would they like to take forward? 

• What things have they gladly let go? 

• What things would they like to take up again? 
 

Let’s not go back into our usual ways of doing things without considering these questions. 

 

Let’s also consider whether we can do all the things listed below, or whether the doing of them will 

be too much for our congregations, and whether we might be better off waiting a bit longer, so that 

infections are further reduced and we can be a bit more relaxed. 

 

Many people are still being advised to stay at home – over 70s, those shielding, those with health 

conditions – how many people are ready to come back to church?  It might be wise to ask around to 

get an idea. 

 

How many of the office holders are in these categories?  How does that reduce numbers of those 

able to take on the jobs? 

 

At present we have relatively few preachers who feel able to lead services.  How will the Circuit 

manage this? 

 

Are congregations aware that the printed services and YouTube services will continue at least until 

Christmas? 



 
 

A register is needed at each outside door to track who enters the building 

Can we control the numbers of keys – should we ask lettings groups to return keys? 

 

Four weeks before the proposed first service 

 

Consult with ministers, stewards, property stewards, cleaners, local community (for lettings). 

How will we communicate with those who come, to tell them what to expect? 

Will we ask people to wear face masks while they are inside the building? 

 

Appoint a dedicated responsible person for Covid-19 related health, safety and safeguarding 

matters, and a committee to support him/her. 

 

They should follow the guidance in the Re-opening a Building Checklist document, and complete the 

Covid-19 Risk Assessment. Both of these are available on the Methodist website ,if you have not 

already received copies. 

 

The building and all rooms will need to be opened for an hour to air – no-one must remain inside 

during this time. 

 

Has someone been flushing the water systems?  If not, do we need to arrange a test for legionella – 

it could take 10 days for samples to be analysed. 

 

Will all areas of the building be opened up at once, or some parts before others? 

 

What will happen with lettings?  Can we rely on hirers to clean after themselves?  If not, who will 

clean? 

 

At least two weeks before 

 



 
Go shopping: 

• Floor paint or tape (for marking out where chairs should go and where 
people queueing up should stand) 

• Hand sanitiser 

• Paper towels for use in the toilet areas 

• Tissues  

• Plastic refuse bags 

• Disinfectant 

• Single-use cloths or disinfectant wipes 

• Single use gloves for cleaners 

• Aprons for cleaners 

• Face masks? 

• Blu-tack or similar for signage 
 

Prepare: 

 

• Signs – reminding people to  
o wash their hands for 20 seconds 
o stand or sit 2m apart 
o cough or sneeze into a tissue and bin it, or into their sleeve 
o stating that people should be at home if they have symptoms 
o stating that they should be at home if someone they live with has 

symptoms 
o to say when one person is in a smaller room and no-one else should 

enter 
 

• Hand sanitiser stations – where? 
 

• Mark out the floor – can this be done by two people who live together? 

• How many seats will fit in your worship area?  Some single chairs and some 
sets of two will be needed, for those who live together. 

• Is there any other way people can be separated? 

• Consider whether we need to operate a booking system for seats in church. 
 

 

At least one week before 

 

List of cleaning jobs before/after each use of the building 

• Someone to empty bins 

• Clean light switches 



 

• Door handles 

• Bannisters 

• Handrails 

• All surfaces of chairs etc 

• Toilet areas 
 



 
 

Communicate with Welcome Stewards  

 

• Keep doors open  

• Ask people to sanitise or wash their hands 

• Show them to a seat 

• How will we look after someone who falls ill in the building (not necessarily 
from Covid)?  We need a co-ordinated plan of action to keep them safe, along 
with other building users, and those who will care for them until the 
ambulance arrives. 

• What will the procedure be when all the seats are taken and someone else 
comes? 

 

Music 

 

The use of recorded music is acceptable, but guidance suggests that singing may increase the risk of 

transmission, so it is therefore not allowed at present. 

 

On the day 

 

All stewards and helpers should arrive at the building half an hour before the service to check 

everyone knows what they are doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


