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Bradford North Methodist Circuit: Jesus Shaped People

Prophetic Challenge: Strong words!
Text and drawing by Roy Lorrain-Smith

One of the newer hymns we’re fond of singing
includes the lines:

Let us build a house where prophets speak
 and words are strong and true  (StF 409)

Prophets are people chosen by God to speak on his
behalf, to proclaim his words, tell them forth and
spell them out.  And the ultimate test of whether
they are ‘strong and true’ is their fidelity to God’s
written word in the Bible.  I don’t mean just a bit of
it, a single phrase or verse or passage, but the
message of the whole Bible, taking due account of
all that’s in it – particularly the words of Jesus and
the rest of the New Testament, against the
background of the Old: the Law, history, poetry,
Psalms, and of course the Prophets.

Jesus said that he had not come to judge and
condemn the world, but to save it, to seek and to
save the lost (Lk 19:10; Jn 3:17; 12:47).  And one day

someone asked him, Lord, will those who are saved
be few? (Lk 13:23).  His reply is what we are going to
look at today.  He said to them, Strive to enter by
the narrow door.  For many, I tell you, will seek to
enter and will not be able (24).

Then he goes on to warn them that ‘the door’
wouldn’t stay open for ever, and that when God
shut it those outside would knock in vain, left in a
place of misery and bitter regrets (25-28).

Strong words all right!  And if we believe what we
sing, then we shall want to get to grips with these
words and heed the warning, so we do indeed get
through the door and stay there; to be with him
and all the other believers in the presence of God
for ever (29-30).  So what did Jesus mean by a
‘narrow door’?  Let’s look at a picture of two small
doors, to help us think about it.



Prophetic Challenge: Strong words!

Page 2 of 4



Prophetic Challenge: Strong words!

Page 3 of 4

Let’s start with the one on the right.
That’s pretty narrow.  Can you imagine
someone with a huge camping rucksack
struggling to squeeze through?  Like some
of those Duke of Edinburgh youngsters
you see staggering along with all the stuff
they’ve been told they need for their
expedition?

And if that’s what Jesus was getting at, it
would be wise for us to ask ourselves:
what worldly ‘stuff’ might we be laden
down with which won’t come through the narrow
door with us into the new life that Jesus came to
make possible?  Because we really don’t want to
miss that.  What prevents us must be dumped.

Perhaps the most obvious thing is just our reliance
on ‘stuff’ – our possessions, things we think we
can’t do without.  And we do all have loads and
loads of stuff, do we not!

However, I don’t think the Bible is ever saying that
possessions in themselves are bad.  It’s our reliance
on them that may be the trouble.

Do we regard them as absolutely
essential?  And do we seriously think that
they can make us well and happy, or solve
all our problems, and fulfil our needs,
giving us joy – and for ever?

If we do think that, about stuff that we
have or long for, any or all of it, then
perhaps we should pause and seriously
consider.  Are we in danger of actually
worshipping them?  Are they becoming
for us false gods, promising to deliver

what only Jesus can?

Because if they are false gods – lying about what
they can do for us – they will prevent us getting
through that narrow door to Jesus.  Or perhaps
through an even narrower door to the next stage of
what he wants for us, and from us – the work he
has in mind for us.

I say again, we do not want to miss out on what
Jesus promises, for he has no equal.  As he said
himself, he is the way, and the truth, and the life:
he is the only way to God as Father (Jn 14:6).
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A second major bar to the Jesus-shaped
life may be better illustrated by the other
door in the picture.  It’s for sheep; big
enough for them, but not for cattle .  A
small child could very easily scramble
through this and might be delighted to do
so.  But an adult?  Even without a
rucksack?  Down on hands and knees, or
even lower – bit undignified, surely!  And
that’s the point: pride may prevent us.

Pride’s a nasty word, for an even nastier reality, all
too present in most if not all of us.  Pride in our
appearance, or reputation, or name, or ability to
cope, or to think things out for ourselves clearly
enough to choose – all without God’s help.  Even
imagining we can decide which bits of the Bible to
accept or reject, as if ‘we know so much better
nowadays’.  Beware, lest our greater knowledge is
but a more sophisticated ignorance!  Jesus often
warned that we must start and build our new life
purely on him and his words.  He must be the
bedrock and cornerstone: why do we call him Lord
if we won’t do what he tells us? (Lk 6:46-49)

A third narrowness is time: God’s door will
one day be shut.  That could be at the very
end of time, at the final judgement after
which no one can get in.  But a more
immediate danger is that there may well
come a time when we no longer want to
get in.  We may no longer be prepared to
make the sacrifice, or lose face, despite
the rich blessings of joy and freedom

promised if we do enter, and as witnessed by those
who are inside.  So to us the door has shut.

The hymn I quoted earlier (about building a house
where prophets speak and words are strong and
true) goes on with the lines;

where all God’s children dare to seek
  to dream God’s reign anew.
Jesus opened a cross-shaped door through which
we – anyone – can pass to enter his new liberated
life, which does not end at death.  May God grant
us open ears to hear his call, open minds to accept
his truth, and open hearts to enter and follow him
for ever, joyously, gratefully, and faithfully.
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